September 10, 2013

The Honorable Harry Reid The Honorable Mitch McConnell
United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable John A. Boehner The Honorable Nancy Pelosi

United States House of Representatives United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Speaker Boehner, Leader Pelosi, Leader Reid and Leader McConnell:

The undersigned companies and organizations, representing a broad range of U.S. industry,
universities and research entities, and other stakeholders that contribute to America’s economic
and scientific leadership, request that Congress act urgently to approve legislation to secure the
helium supply and send legislation to the President before October 1.

Helium is an essential component of a large number of manufacturing processes and a key
material for the scientific research community. A significant number of jobs, economic output,
and exports from the United States depend on a continuous supply of helium. Helium is also
critical to products and systems that support our national defense and homeland security, and it is
needed to operate the thousands of MRI devices that play a key role in our health care system.

Congress must act immediately to avert a shortage of this essential commodity. Under existing
law, after October 7, the Federal Helium Reserve — a federal facility that provides approximately
50 percent of domestic supplies of helium — will no longer be authorized to sell helium to private
entities that help drive our economy. The House has overwhelmingly passed a bipartisan bill to
continue the supply of helium (H.R. 527), and the Senate is considering bipartisan legislation (S.
783) that would authorize continued sales from the Reserve. It is imperative that Congress act in
advance of this deadline.

We urge Congress to act immediately and pass legislation to prevent a needless disruption to the
U.S. economy that would put millions of jobs at risk.
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